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opinion held as to its pature is that it is one of the deficiency diseases
vagsed by the loss of a certain important constituont—prabably of the
nature of a vitamin—of the nutritious seed-coat of the rice grain which
is removed by the high palishing the grains are subjected toin the
rce-mills,  The affected districts of Guniur and Kistna also bappen
to have the largest number of rice-mills in the Presidency.

The investigation of this disease has been undertaleen by Cal.
Mellarrison, 1. M. 5, at the Pasteor Institute, Coonoor and we under-
stand Dr. R. V. Norris, Governmeant Agricultural Chemist, is collabo-
rating with him by an investigation on the chemical side. We hear,
highly mnteresting resalts have already been obtained. We are sorry,
however, to notice that this is one of the subjects on which the
Incheape axe has descended and that this work is to be stopped soon
on grounds of retrenchment—a very sorry com mentary on the degree
of importance which is attached to research work in general in this
country —and a circumstance which is axtremely regrettable indeed in
the case of a piece of original research concerning the welfars of thou-
sands of suflering humanity,

Activities of the Union.

At a mesting beld towards the end of May, the Working
Commitiee elected the various committess for Games, Reception,
Enterrainment and Subscription in connection with the eelebra-
tion of the ensuing College Day and Conference. Mr. . Shiva Rao
is to be the Captain of thy voluntésrs. At another meeting held on
the 13th June, allotments for the various items of expenditure in can-
nection with the College Day were made and a ough programme
for the conference was arrapged, We are glad to announce that a
fairly large number of papers have been promised for the confarence,

Departmental Notes.

Appelntment :—

L. Mr. K. & Bamnon Baf, Lower Subordisate TV Grade, fo officints 58 Upper
Bubordinate V (ende, vice Mr K. Onnikcishna Manon offviating in the Madras
Agriculioral Becyice, with efect from 1-5-1823,



