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Plantain Cultivation in the Cauvery Valley.

T. P. BUBRAMANIA KANDER.

Plantain stands foremost among the “Muppazhams * or * the tria
of the three Great Fruoits of South India " wviz, the Plantain, the
Mango and the Jack. Icis an important staple fruit obtainable in all
seasons, at all places—whether in town or village—and by all people,
whether tich ar poor. It was well-known to the ancients and tha usa
of “Pancha-Sakbam™ (or its five-fold form viz: the raw-fruit, the
ripe frait, the flower spike, the leaves and the inner stem) and tke
names of varieties grown at that time (such as, Mocha, Rambhar
Kathali and Vamaoa (short) Kathall) were kaoowo in times so far
back as the Vedic age,

Sodls.,  Lands with good drainage facilities are selected, loanis and
clay loams being considered to be very well suited. Loams overlying
a bed of kankar prodoce fully developed crops, while on sandy loams
the trees grow tall but the bunches are small.  Alkaline laods are im-
proved by growing plantains, Fields which have been under betelvine
are preferred as they are already coriched by copious manuring and do
naot therefore nesd a turther application of manure for 2 years more.

Varietres, The chief varieties are Puvan and Rastali,. Puvan is
more largely grown than Rastali owing to its bearing bigger bunches
and giving a heavier yield, but its chief defect lies in that it is not able
to atand sirong winds, as its stem is slender, A Pavan bunch generally
containg 250 fruits, while a Rastali, which is a thin skinDed sweet
variety, bears smaller bunoches with roo—150 fruits,  Other common
varieties nre Bootha {Woesdban or curcy F‘Iﬁ““ﬁ-“}r Pachai Nadan, Mada
Vaghai, Sevvazhai and Thén-Kathali and Kuzhi Vazhai (Mauritios
Plantain) and Puvillachindua,  Kusle veztar s planted between rows
of Puvan ar Rastali and is removed at the end of the first year. The
bast ts & variety which is characterized by the absence of the infertils
tip of the nflorescence when the fruirs bave formed and the Hower
bracts bave fallen off,
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Seasoms.  There are two main ssasons—Margali pattam, (Decem-
ber— January) and Ani pattam (June—July). The former is preferred
as the crop obtainad during this period fetchas a higher price : but this
necassitates propping up of stems during the windy months of April
and May, if the varety is Furan. Rastali has a thicker stem and needs

no proppiog.

The suckers are alzo planted during September—October,—the
Arpast pattam, but not much planting is attemptad during this season
as the markst becomes glatted and the prices are low at this time.

Cudtivation, Suckers from a plantain 2-—3 years old are selected
and planted &' apart both ways. Trenches are dug later on and are
deepened in the 3rd month, Later, from the 4th month onwards leaf
gheaths are tied and side suckei s removed, and tranches cleaned. The
bunches if they appear in the hot weathar are covared over with the
shot blade leaf. They become fully ripe in 3 mooths. The plantain
crop receives well rotted farmyard manure at 6 Madras measures per
tree. Refeess get a root-pruning and a second application of manure,

Village earth and sand are mixed together and applied if the sail
is stiff clay. To enrich plantain land it is not uncommon to apply
large quantities of wild indigo to the previous raddy crop,  Ground-
nut cake at 1500 lbs, an acre 3s a favounte manore in Evode, Karor
and Mamakal Taluks, Other cakes In uwse are Margosa cake, and
Castor cake. Tannery refuse is common in Trichy, while piz dung
is atso favoured, According to the general rotation plantain follows
2 vrope of paddy and occupies the groond for 2 years.

For one month after planting, the field is watered once a week,
and later on once in 20 days. It is belter to bave heavy waterings at
long intervals rather than frequent irrigation. The crop is sold to
local merchants whe travsport them 1o diferent markets, The
market price is dependent on the season. It is moderate from Janu-
ary to May aond rises thence tll September—Cctober after which
prices go down.
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Phiseazes

Swras (Bud woi) Discase,

This isa common disease and the following are the signs of tha pre-
sence of the disease: (1) Profuse suckering (2) Stem, leal, petioles and
leafsheaths get roughened gid ‘hard’ to the sickle (3) Stunted growth :
and mbnormally crowded leal.sheathe (4) The lsaves put forth are
short and occasionally brown. The central leaf then rots aod dis-
appears and a hollow is formed.

This dissase does great damage in rich soils; heavy mavuoring is
suppased to aggravate it,  Rastali and Kuzhi Vazhai are more liable
to it than Puvan.

Vithai-kas disease, Confined to Puvan: symptoms are that froits
become slender and malformed and seeds are developed inside to a
greater or less extent and the produce 15 worthless for purpozes of sale.
The attack is greater in ratoons,

Chadai diseasz. Confined to Pachai Nadaxz. Symptoms—a(Tec-
ted fruits do not develop, are thin and Hat and the inside iz hollow,

Other minor diseases are tip rol of Bonthan, cracking of fruits in
Rastali and Kuli Vazhai, “Kallakai” is a disease whereby the fruits
in a banch mature at irregular periods.

Tmprovements,

The Plantan industry can be improved along the following lines -

1. Introduction of better varicties and improved methods of
cultivation.

2, Methods of preservation of fruits,

3. The wiilisation of the Plantain fibee.

4. Methods of preparation of plantain four,

5. A study of the diseases of the Plantam with special reference
lo remedias,

[This crop occupies abont 100,000 acres in this Presidency and
vies with sugarcane for closé attention on the pamt of the ryot. It
would therefore be a matter of no small concern if it is neglected,
Sugarcane area was 1,30 0 sitles bu 1g21— 22, Edifer, |



