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Reminiscenc s of a recent Tour
in the West Coast.

K. - NAMBIAR, L, Ath., FARM MANAGER, KASERGOD.

The follaw:ing stray notes made during a receat tour in the
eoconut tracts of the West Coast are writlen in the hope that they
will be of nse to readers of this journal and will add to our preseat
knowledge of coconut eallivalion.

t.  What eosts [ittle i3 generally Iitdle esteemad :—Stem bleeding
disease of coonmit trees :— The practize of driving iron nails right
into the stem of coconat trees attacked by blecding disease is said
to be a preventive.  How Far this practice will assist its prevention
is worth investigating by the Mycologist.

2. Custom is the gurde of the ignovant:—\White ants attacking
coconut seeds:—Tor dread of white ant attack in eoconut nur-
series, some ryots keep teak (Teclosa gramdis) leaves over and
above the nuts in the norsery. Whila constructing storeyed houses
in Malahar the psoal costom s ta spraad teak leaves thickiv above
tha timher ceilng befare sprend ng earth to make the npper floor.
The ahjeat is (0 prevent the timbar from bemng atracked by white
ants. How far the teak leafl 15 a repellent of white anlts is worth
investigating by the Entomologist.

3. A wban must flowgh with sech oven o5 he kafhr—Heaping up
of earth in small moands in coconut gardens @ This practice is in
vogue in all the coconut gardens bordering the backwaters of
Cochin and Travancere. There ate hardly any cattle maintained
by the cocoaut garden owners of these places. The advantages
ghtained by this oneration are briefly these. (1) A groater area
of the soi' ¢ ewposed to wenthering action. (2] The weads ars
turned over unl lnsorpoted with the soil, (3) Surface wash is
prevented and the retention of silt in times of annual fHooding
favoured. {4) Thorough drainage of the =ail is effected. (5} The
aetivity of seil bacteria is encouraged.
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4. Necessity is the mother of impention—Damage done by rats
to coconuts @ At Hmes in some gardons the damage done by rats
{o cocommt trees is tncaleulable.  An efficient mathed of preventing
rats [rom climbing the trees is to coil barbed wire For 6 to g inches
round the stem at a height of about 1o feet from the ground,

G, Praciice bears ou! theory;—The benefits of a systematic culs
tivation of coconut gardens:  (Jne coconut garden about 10 acres
in area in sandy soil near *Kootay' about 8 miles north of FPonnani
befonging to a rich landlord was found kept completely clean.
Merely by a frequent stirring of the soil and a removal of weads the
gensral appearance of trees was improved and also the yield. This
confirms the expericnce of Kasargode Farm and the value of cal-
tivation in cocomut gardans and keeping them free from weeds is
well substantiated.

6. Noresewithont @ thorni—The Herculean nut of Mr, Thomas:
The girth of this nut was fouand varying from ag to 32 mnches and
the weight of the whole out with the hask from 4 10 6 1bs:  One 1b.
of copra is oblained from each nut. Tis oil percentage is 63. PBut
the pield i wet of all hipgh, Seed nuts of this and several other
varieties can be had from Mr. Thomas, Pallical, Ka}ra.nku!am,'
Travancorea,

7. People ave biind followers:— The Chentengu: It is seen that a
hirh medicinal walue isattributed to one particalar variety of coco-
ot cifled Chentengy (Chen =Red; tengu==coconut). At pressnt
everywhere el or light red coloured nuts and even brown colpured
nuts are largely wsel for medicinal purposes according to their local
El.va.ﬂahihl}', Ik e sonciad i";:.rh:lj,l' of Chl!l:l.’tl‘ngl.t, with tha recog-
mzed medicinal p oparties is the obe which has a red colour inside
the husk., e en carp or the ontside portion will be dark green in
cofonr, e s ware rare variery found io parts of Travancore.
Collection ¢t 2sed putz and the planting of the variety in different
places ig dagirable.

B, Praciice makes perfact: —=Lowering old coconut trees:—The
ryols of Travancore take coasiderable pains to secure a heavy yisld
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even from old and aged trees, Old coconut frees are lowsved very
carefully ém sify withont difficulty. They say that thic encourages a
vigorous growth subseguently and ig conducive of longevity and un-
intermittent fruitfuloess, although there will be a relardation ia
growth for the first one or two years. In Malabar and South
Canara, this practice is never noticed. It is a pity that most of oup
ryots do not bring up the coconut tree with the amount of care
commensurate with the benefits they derive fram it,

0. The caconnt teeei—ihe Kalpaks Veiksha of Kerala: Tt well
deserves this appellation enly in Cochin and Travancare. Every
part of it is turned to good account. Of these the fbre industry
deserves special mantion. That the husk of the coconuts is not its
least valuable product will be evident when one travels along the
backwaters of Cochin and Travancore. The fibre is found suited
for the production of a great variety of articles not only of utility
but even allowing of elegance of workmanship. 1t is found suffici-
ently fine even for the loom; and mattings of different textures
and with coloured figures and shapes are made of it at Aleppey and
Mattanchery.

10, A thing of beanty is & joy for ever:—The dwarf variety of
coconuts planted in rows oo bothsides of the main road in Trichur
Town (Cochin State) was found coming up wall. Some of them
were [ound bearing fruits abundantly and the bunches were 20 huge
as to rench the ground. Two kinds of trees were observed, ons
bright vellow and the other dark preen.

Conclusion. In Cochin and Travancore a family of four mem-
bers owmng about 50 trees can in an ideal sondition maintain them-
selves in a fairly dacent way., The coconut irees of these States
excel those of Malabar and Soulh Eanare not tnly in the vigorous-
ness of their growlh and in their yielding capacity, botalse in the
quality and quantity of oil yielded, which is in great demand and
highly valued in Foreign markets.
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